
May 2022 

Dear Members of the 2022-2023 Math II Honors Classes, 

Welcome!  You have chosen to challenge yourself with a mathematics class that is both challenging 

and fast-paced!  We think you will enjoy this class as you get opportunities to work with motivated 

and capable peers as you explore and study quadratic equations and their graphs, the fundamental 

theorem of algebra, rational equations, systems of equations, probability, similarity, proofs, 

triangles, quadrilaterals, sequences, trigonometry, circles, statistics, polynomials, binomial 

theorem, logarithms, and the unit circle through the school year. 

When we first meet in August, we will need a common level of understanding of mathematics so 

that we can immediately start learning new concepts.  That means each student needs to have 

mastered mathematics that can be assumed before class begins.  That’s right, you need to do some 

reviewing over the summer!  It is important to remember that we move very quickly in this class 

and cover more topics than a regular Math II class.  This is why you earn weighted GPA credit!  We 

appreciate your cooperation in this effort.  Here is what you need to do this summer: 

Be sure to join the 2022 Math II Honors Summer Work google classroom.  The join code is pfxtfu7.  

This will be the hub of information for the summer.  If you are unable to join the google classroom 

due to district enrollment issues, please email wendy_peske@redlands.k12.ca.us about your 

situation. 

First, be sure to read this letter thoroughly.  It will hopefully answer many of your questions. 

Second, write a letter to your future Math II Honors teacher (we don’t know which one you will 

have at this point).  Be sure to address the following topics and questions in your letter.   

• Introduce yourself.   

• Explain your goals in taking the Math II Honors course.   

• Explain how you plan to be successful in the course.  For example, what study and time 

management habits do you use?  What aspects of mathematics are exciting or interesting to 

you?   

• What aspects of mathematics do you struggle with and hope to improve?   

This letter should have proper formatting for a letter complete with your name on the document.  

The length should be at least two paragraphs and allow your future teacher to know you better.  

This letter is due in summer work google classroom by 11:59pm Sunday, August 7th, 2022 

before school begins! 

Third, use the links from the google classroom to access the following assignments on google 

classroom.   

• Summer Graphing Lines Review 

• Summer Graphing Review 

• Summer Radicals and Exponents Review 

• Summer Simplifying Review 

• Summer Solving Review 



Within each assignment, you will practice various skills related to the topic.  In delta math, you 

practice the skill until you correctly answer a set number of questions.  If you answer incorrectly, 

the correct answer along with an explanation will be given.  Also, there are videos available to 

watch to help you understand the skill or how to complete the problems.  The program estimates 

that completing these assignments will take 7 hours to complete.  Remember, you have 61 days to 

complete these tasks. 

The goal of this practice is to help you remember what you have previously learned so that you are 

able to recall the information quickly without help when you need it.  This practice is not given as 

“busy work.”  Anyone who cannot or will not assume the responsibility to complete the work is 

probably not self-motivated and should reconsider whether to continue in Math II Honors.  A test 

on these skills will be given during the first week of school.  The test will identify if you achieved the 

purpose of the practice: to recall the information you need for future learning. 

Fourth, it is of no value to you or me to answer the questions without you actually understanding 

what to do.  Honors demands a deeper understanding of the concepts rather than just getting right 

answers.  If you falsely represent that you understand concepts that you truly do not understand, 

then the opportunity to work on understanding the concepts is lost.  Please read the Redlands High 

School academic integrity policy posted in the google classroom. 

Fifth, come prepared!  As a final note, we will be using a graphing calculator in this course.  We 

recommend the TI-84 CE calculator since it is the best calculator for you to use in years to come 

(future math and science classes) based on the features as well as the cost.   The other TI-84 

versions and TI-83 are also good options.  Other versions such as the TI-85 and TI-86 are designed 

with different purposes in mind and are not compatible with what we will do.  The TI-89 and TI-

Nspire are versions that cost more and use different menus so we will not be able to help you with 

understanding the calculator.  The Casio calculators do not have the same features as the TIs and 

cannot do some functions we will need in class.  The cost of a TI-84 should be about $100 at Office 

Depot, Staples, Target, Walmart, Best Buy, Costco, or Sam’s Club.  The best time to buy one on sale is 

in July and August during back-to-school sales.  This is a major investment, but if you plan to 

continue in math or science, it is well worth it!  If purchasing one is not possible, check one out from 

the textbook room at the beginning of the school year.  The theft of graphing calculators is a reality, 

so please write down your serial number someplace safe at home.  Write your name in permanent 

marker on the back body of the calculator and inside the battery compartment.  You can etch your 

name on the calculator in class as well.   

We look forward to meeting you and working together next year.  If you have any concerns or 

questions, please email Mrs. Peske at wendy_peske@redlands.k12.ca.us.  Since it is summer, please 

be patient for replies. 

Again, congratulations!  This will be a great challenge but remember that with great challenges 

come great rewards.  Have a nice summer! 

Mrs. Peske and Ms. Williamson 
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