
Counseling 

 
Mrs. Baker has been in education for 23 years. She loves to travel the world with her family and friends. 
One place that she would love to visit in the future is Egypt. Her favorite place that she has visited is 
the glaciers in New Zealand.  Mrs. Baker and her sister have backpacked around New Zealand and 
Australia. Family is the most important thing to her, and she loves to spend time with them for all 
holidays and any other family outings. 
 
 

 
Mrs. Garcia-Marin is the AVID, ELL, and Foster Counselor at Beattie Middle School. She grew up in the 
Coachella Valley and attended Cal State San Bernardino where she received her bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology and her Master’s degree in School Counseling along with her PPS Credential.  Ever since 
she was a little girl, she always knew she wanted to be a counselor and help others.  She has been a 
counselor for over 25 years in Redlands.  She strives to positively support all students academically, 
socially/emotionally and provide the interventions/resources needed to help them be successful.  She 
is bilingual and has a passion for working with students and families of various backgrounds.  She is a 

first-generation college graduate and to this day, it is one of her greatest accomplishments.  In her spare time, she enjoys 
traveling, gardening, and spending time with her twins and husband. 
 
 

Mrs. Pahia is one of Beattie's four counselors.  She grew up in San Diego and Coronado is still her favorite 
place in the world to be. Growing up, she attended Catholic schools and even went to an all-girls Catholic 
high school, believe it or not. She earned her undergraduate degree from Loyola Marymount University 
and came to Redlands after college to work at the University of Redlands.  While there, she earned her 
Master’s in Educational Counseling along with her PPS Credential.  She is a single mom who loves her 
"boys" (her son, Zach, and her dog, Maverick). Besides her love of animals, she enjoys spending time 
with friends and family, reading, and baking. 

 
Phillip Swiderski has been in education for over 25 years including over 20 years teaching middle school 

social studies. His dad was in the Air Force so as a kid, he moved around every two to three years until 

his family settled in Redlands. One place Mr. Swiderski loved was living in Alaska for three years!; it 

was great for those who love winter sports.  They had snow on the ground nine months of the year so 

they made their own ice rink in the backyard – and he could go skiing every day instead of doing 

homework! As you might guess, Mr. Swiderski admitted he was not the best student. In high school he 

played soccer, and ran track and cross country, and even completed a marathon! He also trained in 

karate and climbed a few mountains, but not the extreme technical climbing. He is not so active anymore but he still likes 

going on hikes and watching the waves at the beach. The hardest thing, by far, he ever did was going back to school to get 

his Masters in Education so he could be a counselor. Only with perseverance and support from his family was he able to 

get the job done. 

 
 


