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Curtiss Allen is a graduate of Redlands high School, and the United States Army Element School of 
Music.  He earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education and Tuba Performance from Northern 
Arizona University in Flagstaff, AZ.  He has also earned his Master’s Degree in Education and 
Administration at Cal State San Bernardino, and a Master’s Degree in Conducting at the University of 
Redlands. He taught band, guitar, and general music in the Flagstaff public schools for one year before 
moving back to Redlands. From 1996 to 2002, he was the Band Director at Redlands High School where 
he taught Marching Band, Concert Band, Jazz Band, Piano, and directed the pit orchestra. He was the 

instrumental director at Cope Middle School from 2001-2004 and taught high school and middle school concurrently for 
one year! At Cope, Mr. Allen taught all the band classes and exploratory piano. From the fall of 2004 to present, he has 
been the Director of Instrumental Music at Beattie Middle School, where he teaches Concert Band, Symphonic Band, Jazz 
Band, Marching Band, Drum Line, Orchestra and Guitar. He plays in a local Brass Quintets and Dixieland Bands. He enjoys 
camping in a restored 1973 Volkswagen Westfalia and working on old cars and trucks. Mr. Allen directs the Redlands 
Fourth of July Band and the University of Redlands Pep Band for the football games. He has been the Choir Director at the 
First Presbyterian Church in San Bernardino since the fall of 2010 and have found a new love in choral conducting! He has 
a wonderful wife, Rebecca, and five beautiful children – Kaitlynn, Sarah, Raymond, Jacob, and Jeremy.  The two youngest 
are United States Marines and he is very proud of all his children!  He has three dogs and three cats, which technically 
makes him a crazy pet person! He and his wife hope to travel more in the future as they enjoy seeing other parts of our 
great nation and the world! 
 
 

Originally from South Korea, Ms. Lee attended middle and high schools in Upland and Orange County.  
She is a graduate of the University of Redlands.  After graduating from the UOR, she started teaching 
in LA for 18 years.  She then moved back to Redlands, and this is her sixth-year teaching at Beattie.  
Outside of teaching, she enjoys hiking, knitting and crocheting, and traveling.  Her favorite places are 
the Olympic Peninsula in Washington state, Napa Valley, and Palm Springs.  She is a vegetarian and 
loves cats and birds.  One of her bucket lists is to travel to Iceland and stay in an ice castle and watch 
auroras (AKA Northern Lights or Polar Lights). 
 

 
Chellie Purdie has been working in education for four years but teaching in other aspects for 26 years.  
Her hobbies are reading, exercising, hiking, biking, kayaking, and being with friends and family, 
especially her grandson. Her mother is her hero.   She dreamed of being a PE teacher when she was a 
kid.  She is proud of where she is today in her career, as there were a few years of struggling before 
she arrived at where she is now.  
 
 
 

 
Mr. Detrow is one of the Bobcat OTs (Original Teachers), teaching here at Beattie since it opened in 2004. He has degrees 
from Cal State Fullerton (a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre) and the University of Redlands, where he received his Master’s 
degree in Education. Mr. Detrow is also an award-winning actor who has performed across Southern California, where he 
was even lucky enough to meet his wife Jennifer when they played an engaged couple in a play. He is the proud father of 
two children: his son Colin and his adopted daughter Keaton. In his spare time… BWAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA… (sorry he 
couldn’t type that with a straight face).  In his spare time, he enjoys woodworking, playing guitar, and watching Angels 
Baseball. 
 


