
Math 
 

 
Ms. Center grew up in Redlands, attending Mariposa Elementary, Moore Jr. High (now middle 
school), and Redlands High School.  As a kid, she was active in the Y Circus, then joined color guard in 
junior high and high school and sang in Choir in high school.  When she was young, she wanted to be 
a veterinarian. She has been working in education for 24 years, always teaching either 7th or 8th 
grade.  She loves taking students to visit other countries, and in the past few years she has led trips to 
Greece, Ireland, Scotland, England, Paris, and Italy. Her favorite place so far is London, though Ireland 
and Scotland are definitely places she would like to go again. Her hobbies are reading and crocheting. 

 
 

Kandi Jackson has been teaching since 2001 and teaches Math. This is her third year as the ASB 
Leadership advisor, and her 20th year as CJSF Advisor. She was also the Ski & Snowboard Club 
advisor for 16 years. Mrs. Jackson enjoys travel, fiber arts, and skiing.  Her favorite place that she has 
ever visited is Scotland, and she would love to visit Asia. Her hero is the Notorious RBG. She was a 
trailblazer and opened so many doors for equality. Mrs. Jackson’s dream was to be a performer. She 
feels like she succeeded, just in a different way. She was the first person in her family to complete a 
college degree, and she also went back to college to earn her master’s degree. 
 

 
Ms. Padilla is a 7th-grade Math teacher at Beattie Middle School. Ms. Padilla grew up in the Redlands 
School District, starting her journey at Franklin Elementary, then Clement Middle School, and 
graduating from Citrus Valley High School. She always enjoyed her experience at school and is happy 
to now be a teacher at one. Along with her appreciation for education, she also has fun spending her 
time at amusement parks; her favorite parks are Disneyland and Universal Studios. Ms. Padilla has so 
much Disney clothing that she has chosen every Friday to be a Disney Friday, and any student or 
teacher is welcome and encouraged to join in on the fun!  When Ms. Padilla is unable to go to an 
amusement park, she partakes in other hobbies such as completing puzzles, art/drawing, baking, and 

spending time with her friends and family. 
 
 

Jasmine Smith is a fifth-year math teacher, and she has been at Beattie Middle School for three years. 
She grew up in San Bernardino and has been teaching since she was 12.  She started martial arts at a 
young age and began teaching others the art. Miss Smith even won national and international 
championships in several tournaments over the years.  She also played basketball in high school 
where they won a CIF championship title.  After high school, she attended the University of 
California, Irvine for her bachelor’s degree in Public Health Policy, but she always loved teaching and 
felt like it was a part of who she was.  So, she changed her career choice and went to University of 

California, Davis to get her Master's in mathematical education and her teaching credential.  She started working at a 
high school in Northern California but moved back to Southern California to be closer to her family.  She enjoys music, 
playing and watching sports, and spending time with her dog, Kobe. 
 
 

Mrs. Tyo has always loved math and kids, so of course she decided to become a math teacher! She 
went to the University of Redlands and earned her Master’s Degree and her teaching credential and 
has been teaching at Beattie Middle School ever since. She loves to help students overcome 
struggles in math.  Mrs. Tyo was born and raised in Norway and moved to the United States when 
she was 21 years old. She received her American citizenship just a few years ago and is very proud to 
be a teacher in her second language.  Mrs. Tyo is married and has three grown children. In her spare 
time, Mrs. Tyo loves to hike, ski, swim, travel, read, bake, knit, and spend time with her family. 



 

Mrs. Ayala has been teaching math for 17 years, 10 years in high school and now seven years here at Beattie Middle. 

One accomplishment she is most proud of is being the first in her family to graduate college. You might know Mrs. Ayala 

by being the biggest Star Wars fan and hosting the Star Wars Movie Club. She enjoys participating in the Star Wars 501st 

Legion Costuming and Charity group. However, you may not know that she has had a disability since she was a 1-year-

old, Rheumatoid Arthritis. She was also on TV when she was three and five years old as the spokesperson for the 

Arthritis Foundation. She had a total knee replacement surgery when she was 14 years old and spent many years in the 

hospital as a child. During those times, she did not have anyone to help her with schooling. She had to teach most of the 

work to herself.  She became really good at math and even helped other kids in the hospital with their homework. When 

she was in high school, she continued to be a tutor at school. In college, she worked at learning centers as a math tutor 

and it only made sense that she decided to become a math teacher. She also enjoys making jewelry, traveling and 

spending time with her three adult children and husband of 26 years 

 

Mr. Encarnacion dreamed of being a professional soccer player as a kid.  He got to be pretty good at soccer and even 

made the team in college.  Math has always been interesting to him though and in 10th grade he had an amazing 

teacher, Mr. Long, who made math even more engaging.  Despite his dad wanting him to be an engineer, Mr. 

Encarnacion changed majors and decided to pursue a career as a math teacher. Twenty-six years later, the passion to 

teach is still there!  Mr. E (as he's known on campus) enjoys traveling to near and far places, especially if that place has a 

nice bakery! 

 


