
SAI – Specialized Academic Instruction 
 
 

Jozelyn Espinoza has been working in education for about 3 1/2 years. Growing up, she dreamed of 
going to college in New York and becoming a music teacher and/or a professional musician.  She 
doesn’t have much time for hobbies since she’s a single mom to four kids, going to school full-time, 
and working full-time, but she enjoys spending time outdoors (especially with her family and friends). 
Her favorite places to visit are the mountains (Wrightwood), the beach, and Knotts Berry Farm.  Not 
too long ago, Ms. Espinoza applied for the Master’s program but did not get in.  It was discouraging, 
but she told herself she’d give it some time and re-apply.  This past semester she applied for the 

Master’s program (for the second time), and told herself that if she didn't get in, she'd apply again. But this time, she got 
in! She’s had a lot of obstacles thrown her way these past couple of years, but she’s determined to accomplish her goals 
and dreams in order to give herself and her kids a better life.  #neverthelessshepersisted 
 
 
Mrs. Ronquillo has been working in education for seven years. Working at a neighboring district, she came to Redlands 
Unified two years ago, and has been loving it! Her hobbies are watching her kids do what they love: her son (Andrew) 
playing baseball and her daughter (Adrianna) with competitive cheer. With them being so busy it doesn't leave Mrs. 
Ronquillo time for much else. But when she does have down time, she loves to watch movies (new and old) with her 
husband. They are an amusement park family, and her favorite is Knotts Berry Farm. Her hero Is her daughter, Adrianna. 
She loves both her kids, but Adrianna has overcome so much in her 10 years of life. She has sensorineural hearing loss, 
and has some speech delay, but NOTHING stops her from doing anything or trying anything new; she's not afraid of 
anything. Mrs. Ronquillo loves that fearless confidence in her daughter.  When Mrs. Ronquillo was younger, she wanted 
to be a nurse and took some classes after high school, but never pursued a career in that field. Now that she’s working in 
the district, she has gone back to school to get a degree in Education. She’s excited, nervous, and proud that she is going 
back to school, for it's never too late to pursue your dreams. 
 
 

Mrs. Hartwell is a 7th and 8th Grade SAI English Teacher at Beattie Middle School. She grew up in 
Redlands and attended McKinley Elementary, Cope Middle School, and Redlands High School. She 
went on to attend the University of Redlands where she received her Bachelor's Degree in 
Environmental Studies. She received her Master's Degree and Teaching Credential at Azusa Pacific 
University. She has been in the Redlands Unified School District for 32 years: seven years as a para-
professional and 25 years as a teacher. When she was a little girl, she wanted to be a teacher, a nurse 
or a dolphin trainer – and she went into teaching!  Her hobbies include singing and music. She has 

been a lead singer in a band for 34 years. She was also trained in “voice overs” in animation and commercials.  Her 
favorite place to visit is Hawaii, and she hopes to retire there.  Mrs. Hartwell is very happy to be at Beattie and enjoys 
working with her students and staff. 
 
 

Ms. Jeanette Ramirez has been working with R.U.S.D for six years. She started working at Franklin 
Elementary School and came to Beattie during Distance Learning about two years ago. She loves to go 
to Carlsbad Beach with her family during summer vacation.  As a kid, Ms. Ramirez enjoyed dance, and 
she danced from age seven until 18. She dreamed of dancing for the Lakers basketball team. She 
experienced the chance to go to Sacramento to dance at the Kings’ stadium during half time for her 
high school CIF basketball championship game.  As an adult, she likes to take a dance class every now 
and then when she gets a chance to. She enjoys working at Beattie Middle School. 

 



Miss Katz is a moderate/severe special education teacher for grades 6-8.  This is her 11th year 
working for Redlands Unified School District.  In addition to teaching, Miss Katz also coaches girls’ 
basketball.  She went to school for Anthropology at Cal State University Fullerton, and then went on 
to get her teaching credential and Master’s in Special Education at Cal State San Bernardino.  In her 
free time, she enjoys traveling and exploring, hiking, cooking, gardening, playing basketball, going to 
the beach, and spending time with her friends, family and puppies. 
 

 
Angelina Amador has been a paraprofessional for the Redlands School District since 2016 and has been working with 
Taylor Katz as her aide for the majority of the time. She is currently in school to become a teacher herself and plans to 
remain in special education. She has two cats and enjoys reading and watching movies in her free time. 
 
 

Mrs. Mendez is a second-year teacher at Beattie Middle School. She comes from a family full of 
teachers and never saw herself becoming one.  It wasn’t until she worked as a mental health 
therapist in a school district that Mrs. Mendez realized she loved working with students and went 
back to school to become a teacher.  As an educator, Mrs. Mendez looks forward to teaching and 
learning from students every day! When asked what she does in her spare time, Mrs. Mendez says 
she likes to read, hang out with family and friends, and go to the movies.  In reality, Mrs. Mendez 
likes to online shop, hang out with her cats, and try to keep her plants from dying. 
 

 
Mrs. Tammy Shaner – or “Ms. Tammy”, as her students call her - has been a paraprofessional for 
eight years at Beattie Middle School. Growing up in Canada and enjoying snow sports, she never 
imagined moving to Southern California.  After receiving her BA from the University of Saskatchewan 
with plans to be a Social Worker, she got married and moved to Highland.  For many years she 
enjoyed being a stay-at-home mom, volunteering with PTA and Band Boosters.  Now that her kids 
are grown up, she enjoys her students at Beattie and loves to refinish furniture, walk her dogs, and 
spend time with her family. 

 
 
Jamie Arellanes has been in education for 20 years.  His hobbies include Bible studies, playing the guitar, drawing, 
skateboarding, and deep-sea fishing.  His favorite places to visit are Cambria, California, and just about anywhere in 
Northern California.  His hero is Jesus Christ.  When Mr. Arellanes was younger, he wanted to be a bodybuilder or 
professional skateboarder.  A challenge that he has overcome that he is proud of is the ability to place fear and emotions 
to the side and replace them with faith, love, joy, and peace. 
 
 

Ms. Walker is a special education teacher who teaches 7th and 8th grade science. She has been with 
Redlands Unified School District since 2004.  She grew up on the East coast in New Jersey.  Her father 
was in the Air Force, and they lived in Wiesbaden, Germany for three years.  She attended first grade 
in Germany. Ms. Walker received her Bachelor’s Degree and teaching credential from the University 
of Redlands.  Most people don’t know that she also has an Associate’s Degree in Interior Design and 
was an Interior Designer for ten years. She is also the proud mother of three awesome young men. 
 
 
 April Webb has been in education for five years.  She loves to write poems in her down time.  She 
likes to visit different hotels and resorts with her family, but her favorite place to visit is Las Vegas. 
Her hero is her mom who has shown her how to be the person she is today.  When she was younger, 
Mrs. Webb dreamed of being a pediatrician or a lawyer.  One challenge that she had to overcome 
that she is very proud of today is allowing herself to accept her faults and understand that everyone 
has them - but if we continue to strive to be a better person, then it’s our present and future that 
counts. Her past is not what defines her but rather has helped create the person she is today. 



 
 

Lynn Williams has been a teacher for 12 years, and was previously an aide at REV. She enjoys reading, 
spending time with her kids and grandkids, going to the beach, and spending her long breaks in 
Texas. If she had to choose her favorite place, it would be the beach. She loves the sound of the 
waves and the smell of the ocean and the feeling of the sun.  Her hero(es) are her kids. When she 
was younger, she wanted to be a marine biologist and study sting rays. She traveled to Hawaii, took 
some intensive science classes and was on her way to becoming a marine biologist, but life had other 
plans for her. She has had many challenges in her life, and what she is most proud of is that, 

regardless of the level of challenge, she keeps moving forward.    
 
 

Orquidea Jaurigue loves art and creating it.  She enjoys creating stained glass windows and oil 
paintings. 
 
 
 
 
 


